“The Romanian National Front, the anly organization re;

lving in France, voices in this letter ita opinion on big trial that has been given much
publicity In the press, radio and propaganda of the enemy.

N omun accused of ‘terrorism’ were nontenced to death by a
‘”‘l‘wo‘:g‘:\:; l':::n::d'r:nwmm fact that these Poople wers condomned by a (?ermun
tribunal tells the majority of the population of France the truth ahout these ‘terroriats, , .*
“Reading in the press of the courngeons attitude they have shown during the trial, gyr
hearts as Romanian patriots have beaten meore strongly, and their example urges us even
more to fight the hated Germans who are trampling underfoot the sacred 4oil of France, , -

convinced an we are that each blow dealt m Germany means o step forward to a free and
independent Romania and France.” Paris, March 1944

prescating the 14,000 Romanians

The letter of the Romunian  National Front of
Frauce addronsed to the Nutional Council of the Fronel,
Reaistance was published in No. 4 for Murch 1944 of
La Roumanie libre (Free Romania), the underground
paper of the Romunian Natioual Front coinmittees

in the nusi-oceupicd Froncl tertitory, and concerned  their national independence und mvoreignt):-.
the trinl of o group of patriots of various nationalitics, There in u proverl, in Romuninn folklore whicl, sumg
portisans and frunctivours of the French resistance  up the prychology .mui }\'iu10||:‘o.i' lI?i- penp‘[u; A
Mavement, Among them wore the Romuniaus Francise  friend in need is o friend indeed,” OuBistent with thiy
Boczor vondomned angd shot at Mont Valérion, and traditionul ereed, which grew stronger under the oxcep-
Olgu  Bancie, behealdod by the nozis after three  tional llinl.erinnlcondilium. the llur_nuuiul: People helped
months of imprisonment. its friends in need, wiving multifory, CXpressiony 1,
The reply of the Nationul Council of Resistonce  jts solidurity with (he peoples whose existence ung
to the lotter of the Romanian patriots was ng-  independ were neriously threntoned by the charae.
ing and because of jta mobillsing  significance wis Leristio nggrossivenoys of funcinm iy ity divorse variants,
brondeust by Moscow rudio and the BBC, The reply Solidurity was Mpontansous yeg simultanpeyy with
declared, inter alia, that ull those fighting fascism the clironolugical evolution of UYONLs; to avake |y
should be conidered heroos “irrespisctive of their  let un tum the ruges of u calendur which we aha[)
untionality or religion," uame CALENDAR OF THL RUHJ\NIANS' INTER.
The dialogue betwoen the two patriotic organizg. NAT[UNJ\LIST SOLIDARITY,
tions — gne Fronch and the other Romunian - way 51!1'00 the wpace roserved for thiy ur
mi expression of the ewsonce nd meaning of what permit us 10 go through ull the poges
went dovn in history as international solidarity in e (important s 1l fact that there are
reslstancs movemoul. Aud if, chronologically, the lottor  wo shall dwell oy, those
and tho reply became public in Mureh 1944, wimilar  wigaificant,
documents and evonts conveyed their milivgng Tiessnge 1922 — 7). working.cluss
in the courss of o dramutje period, recorded by contom.
porary history aw tle devado of the Mruggle ngaiust

In this strugyle, which gradually encompossed the
wholo of mankind, the Romanian people had its shyre
of responwibilitics, sacrifices, battles, vietories and
defeats, heing ane of the veoples which had 1 pay
heavily for the right 1, preserve, reguin and sirongthen

ticle doey ot
of the calendyy

U grent many),
which we conuidor the magp

purties  of Romaui,
tdemn the torror unloashed iguing
revolutionary militanrs “econpanying
of Mumalini'y dictutorsbip |y [taly,

the dunger, rine, nggreasion und expunsion of fascism,
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the sotting up

September 1023 — Afier the bloody suppression of
wrection  arganized and led by
ty in Bulgaria, o great number of
terrorized by Tuankov's govern-
ment find shelter and tncouragement in Romanig,

June 1924 — Giacome Martteotti s killed, Together
with other expressions of progest *‘the socinlist organi-
satlon of Romanin’s ¢ i

encouragement ppg fraternn)l 4

the I[talin, comrades sy heavily hiy by this logs™
1926-1932 _ 7, Romanian Communiy Party
initiates o vy Campaign of Support for the slruggl-e
of the Chinese

neople agninst Japanese UgEression.
Jnnunry-l“nbrulry 1933

" The railwaynen and
oilworkers of R i i

cialist solidarity 1o

! in i Messages of international
solidarity gp received by gy, Romanign working
cliss from, everywhere,

F‘oﬁfuaq 27, 1933

tommission  (jyt
g fire) |, published in Roma.
i the Nationg] Antifascist
appeal for “‘the
; . demand;

‘those unjustly braughl to trinl e wlmfrrl:f"\:gitl:ll:::
of Briily, Galagi
hips sailing under
releag of Gheorghi
in the nagj frame-up,

und (.‘unltan‘n reluse (g work o

! , ' na
the Hitleriyy flag, anq demand g,
Dimitggy ood the i

the one sntitled
it i both of thom expose
1 in Higyp, Cormany and

Jeutu]m.
and democratic
Wifasoist fysur-
ic ’repmleluriuu “Buchurest's
Fovolg PTem thrgygy, their repreyon-
s guing angd tontempr of he

WHRing gy, Wsurpers, of Austria

Urganized wogjqr
tutiven glygjy
turrent pyleyy,
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OLIDARITY

“The Romanian National Front, the only org;

ing the 14,000 R i

September 1823 — After the bluody supprosion of
the antifiscist insurrection organized and led by
the C Party in Bulgaria, a great number of

tion repr

living in France, voices in this letter its opinion on a big trial that has been given much

publicity in the press, radio and propaganda of the enemy.

of ‘terroriam’ were t d to death by a

“Twenty-two men and 8 w

German military tribunal. The mere fact that these people were

d d by a German

tribunal tells the majority of the papulation of France the truth about these ‘terrorists. .."

“Reading in the preas of the courageous attitude they have shown during the trial, our
hearta as Romanian patriots have beaten mere strongly, and their example urges us even
more to fight the hated Germans who are trampling underfoot the sacred soil of France...,
convinced as we are that each blow dealt at Cermany means a step forward to a free and

independent Romanias and France.”

Paris. March 1944

The letter of the Romanian National Frost of
France addressed 1o the National Council of the French
Hesistance was published in No. 4 for March 1944 of
La Roumanic libre (Free Romaaia), the underground
paper of the Romanian Natioual Front committees
in the nazi-occupied Freoch temitory, and concerned
the trial of a group of patriots of various nationalities,
partisans and franctirears of the French resisiance
movement. Among them were the Romaniaas Francise
Boczor condemned and shot at Mont Valérien, and
Olga Bancic, bebeaded by the oazis after three
mooths of imprisonment.

The reply of the National Council of Revistance

In this struggle. which gradually encompassed the
whole of maokind, the Romanian people bad its share
of responsibilities, sacrifices. battles, victories and
defeats. briog one of the peoples which had to pay
heavily for the right to preserve, regaio and strengthen
thrir natiooal independence and sovereignty.

There is a praverb in Romanian folklore which sums
up the peychology and wisdom of this peeple: “'A
friend in need is a [riend indeed.” Consistent with this
traditional creed, which grew stronger under the excep-
tional historical ditions, the H. ian prople belped
its friends in need, giving multiformn expressions to
its solidarity with the peoples whove exi ¢ and

to the leiter of the Homanian patniots was ag
ing and b of ita bilising significance was
broadeast by Moscow radio and the BBC. The reply
declared, inter alia, that all those Bghting fascism
sbould be considered heroes “irrespective of their
natiooality or religion.™

The dialogue between the two patriotic orgamiza-
tions — one French and the other TRomanian — was
an exy of the end ing of what
went down in history as luternational solidarity in the
rosistanee movement. And if, chronologically, the letter
and the reply became public ic March 1944, similar
documents and evenls conveyed Lheir militant message

P were ly threatened by the charac-
teristic aggressiveness of fascism in its diverse variants.
Solidarity was spootanrous and simultanesus with
the chronological evalution of events; to evoke it
let us turn the pages of a calendar which we shall
name CALENDAR OF THE ROMANIANS' INTER-
NATIONALIST SOLIDARITY.

Since the space reserved for this article does not
permit us to go through all the pages of the calendar
(impaortant is the fact that there are a great many),
we shall dwell on those which we comsider the most
significant.

1922 — The working-class parties  of Romania
b

A

in the coarss of a d ic period, r ded Ly
pormry history as the decade of the struggle against
the donger, rise, aggrersion and expamion of fascism.

S ——— S

ty the terror unleasbed aguinst
the sntifascist revolutionary militants accompanying
the setting up of Mussolini's dictatonbip in [ualy.

Bolgarian refugees terorized by Teankov's govern-
ment find thelter and tin R i

Jane 1824 — Ciscomo Matteotii s killed. Together
with other expressions of g *‘the socialist i
zation of Romania®s eapital city sends its mnu;t_ of-
encouragement and fraternal secialist colidarity 1o |
the Italian comrades so heavily hit by this loss ™
1928-1932 — The Romanian Co, ist  Party
initiates a vast campaign of support for the struggle
of the Chinese people against Japanese aggression.
Janoary-Febrnary 1933 — Th. railwaymen and
oilworkers of Romania are involyed i hietoic steikes
and battles, one of the Birat large.scale actions of the
world proletaniat after the coming o power of Hitler-
ism in Germany’: warm! messages of international
solidarity are received by
class from everywhere.
February 27, 1833 — The Reichstag is set on fire.
It is followed by the Leipxig trial, Jg this esuntry ,
great many protest actions, initiaied by the working.
class parties (communist, social democratie and social-
ist), invelve wide social sections. The Brewn Book
(published by the international Commission that
investigated the Heichstag fire) iy published jn R

nia in several editions: the National Amirom-
Committee of Romania launches an appeal fo a:al:t
rXposure ?F the real jncendiaries™ demand; : l:uc
*'these unjustly brought to trig] be set free pi ho .
delay™; the dockers in the Ports of Braila hlt'hu!.
and Constasia refuse to wark on shipa llilin“ E“:

the Romanian working

bt g
Summer of 1933 — At the initiative of ll::.ﬂﬁ::b?”.
l'_‘amm!mhl Party, the National Antifasciat o, it
tee priots and disseminates the Pamphlet The l:::::
Plague in Germany, and the Red Aid the one entitled

The Naxi Ciimes i G-r-uy;ll.mlh of them expose

other numerous antifascist vietims of >

February lﬂ‘. — The working.clays m;h*de:::::o
movement setively supports the antifaecist | -
rection of the Auwstrian proletarias: "Bn:ha::::r-
urg‘-mud h_'ui.ero. ++ express through their rq’rmnf
tatives theit revolt against and contempt of
current rulers, assassing apd Warpers, of Anulti.ur
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Excerpt from the Motion endorsed at the meeting
of February 16 and sent to the Austrian Legation
in Bucharest); ‘“We are deeply shaken by the mass
assassination of Anstrian workers, who fought with
blime heroism in defe of freedom and civilization™
(Excerpt from the Protest sent by a group of Jassy
intellectuals to Austria's president).
November 1934-April 1935 — In defence of the
insurgents of Asturias (Spain), the National Anti-
fascist C ittee “‘protests and d ds an end
to the massacre of the Spanish workers and the release
of all prisoners™; at the European Conference for
Assistance to the Spanish Antifascists (held in Paris
April 13-14, 1935), the R jan delegation decl
that *‘the Romanian proletariat will not forsake its
duty of international solidarity.”
October 1935 — Two delegations, one made up of
workers the other of intellectuals, hand Marcos

Berhane (Ethiopian diplomat on a visit to Bucha-

rest) messages of sympathy for and support of his
country and people, invaded by fascist Traly.
Numerous articles are published in the press, com-
mittees of support are set up and many patriots
express their wish to volunteer; several physi-
cians succeed in joining health detachments of
Ethiopia. Mibai Tican Rumano, a writer who visited
that country not long before, publishes his book
Abyssinia under the motto: “Dedicated to millenary
Abyssinia, to the noble and heroic Ethiopian nation,
a victim and martyr of ‘civilization.” ” In token of
his high appreciation, Emperor Haile Selassie awards
him the Golden Star of Ethiopia.
1936-1939 — The Spanish epic, Like other peoples,
the Romanians write a glorious page of active solidar-
ity. Expressed in various forms — assistance com-
mittees, meetings, d i ilitary vol
— it involved wide social sections ranging from the
peasantry and the working class to bourgeois states-
men and diplomats.

Scholars and antifascist fighters incisively brand
the civil war provoked by the fascists as *'a German-
Italian invasion, a continuation of the mew methods
of war uted by Hitler’s Germany"™” (writer N.D. Cocea);
they lounch moving appeals: *‘Rebel generals
and dictators of Europe! Nobedy will be able to scatter
the heavy clouds of thunderbolts the carse of the
Spanish people has gathered above your heads!”
(writer Geo Bogza); they are proud when an action
of military assistance starts from Romania: *‘News
reached us here on the front, according to which
foreign minister Nicolae Titul came forward with
the initiative that facilities be created for o quantity
of the weapons destined for Romania be made available
by France to the Popular Frout government” (Valter

Roman, urtillery commander of the 11th International
Brigade).
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The grave of Nicolne Cristea, one of the Romanian fighters  aof
the French resistance movement, in the “*square of the shot” in [rry

Cuttings from conlemporary newspapers expressing the Romanian
people’s solidarity iwith the peoples fighting fascist aggression.
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Pcland by nazi Germany produce strong proofs of
solidarity with and direct support of the peoples of
those countries in the ranks of Romania’s public
opinion and in political life.

1939-1945 — The years of the world conflagration.
Due to complex international circumstances. Romania
i= pushed into Hitler's anti-Soviet war. Besides the
internal resistance movement — directed against
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Responding to the appeal of the Romanian Com-
munist Party, some 500 Romanian volunteers, overcoms=
ing numerons obstacles and hardships, leave for
Spain; the antifascist motto on their hanner reads:
“For your freedom and ours." Organized in the legen-
dary international brigades, they fight heroically in
the dr ic military clashes, in the ive stages
of the Spanish war: Madrid, Las Rozas, Majadahonda,
Jarama, Guadalahara, Bruncte, Zaragoza, Teruel...
Many of them remain for ever buried in the bomb-
shattered s0il of Spain.

An excerpt from the letter of volanteer M. Burea:
*IWe endure the fire of hell. Smoke, the smell of
gunpowder, explosions, the clash of arms, a deafening
noise. Death threatens all of us, but no one thinks
of it. We are the envoys of the Romanian revolutionary
movement and we want to be worthy of it and do
our duty creditably.”

As if in reply, the great democratic patriot Dr.
Petru Groza writes in the underground paper Scinteia
of July 13, 1936: “The Romanian people thinks
highly of your sublime gesture. The time will come
when in a free Romenia the people will be able to
openly express its gratitude to its sons who so beroi-
cally held aloft the L of R i i
on the blood-stained soil of Spain.”

The prophecy came true. Thirty years later, on
April 13, 1966 Scintein, now appearing legally, pub-
lished the speech of Santiago Carillo, General Secretary
of the Communist Party of Spain, who said: ““The
Spanish communists and people will mever forget
the participation of the R fighters of the
international brigades in the Spanich people’s struggle
agninst fasciem."

March 1038-September 1939 — The annexation of
Austria, and the invasion of Czechoslovakia and

¥

4 "s government and his fascistally—whichacts
for the withdrawal of Romania from the nefariouns war
that is contrary to the conntry’sinterests and for its join-
ing the antifascist coalition — thonsands of Romanian
patriots ficht in the resistance movements in several
European countries. In Belgium, Czechoslovakia and
Yugoslavia they are members of partisan detach-
ments; in France they join the patriotic maquis.
They fight selflessly on the barricades of the Resis-
tance in Pars, Toulon, Marseilles, Grenoble, Lyon,
Bordeaux etc. and many of them lay down their
lives for centary-old Romanian-French friendship.

They bad arrived from the Spanis i

ey arrive m the Spanizh front, or having
left Romania several vears previously for vomvw.n._u_m.
France which had become their second home. Among
them were Nicolae Cristea, lancu Zilberman, Andrei
Sas Dragos, losif Clisici, Alexandru Lazir, Marin
Chilom, lon Crician and many others who died heroi-
cally on the barricades of the resistance movement.
Alongside of them fought French writers of Romanian
erigin — Tristan Tzara, llarie Voronca, Benjamin Fon-
dane — cultural. scientific and artistic personalities,
Elena Vicarescu, Traian Vuia, Constantin Branensi,
Maria Ventura and Stan Golestan.

In the avtumn of 1943 the Romanian National
Front was set up; it included all Romanian anti-
fascists of the French Resistance.

*

Thirty vears have passed since the Romaunian
National Front addressed its letter of March 1944
to the National Council of the French Resistance,

The succession of heroic events was climaxed in
August 1944 by the glorious antifascist national
insurrections in the two capital cities: Bucharest
and Paris. In the morning of August 22 on the roof
of the Romanian Legation in Paris, savs a former
fighter, “‘side by side with the flags of the allies,
there fluttered the Romanian tricelour as well; a
¢mall group of Romanians breathed the bracing air
of liberty, wishing it ardently for their country too.”

To the credit and pride of the patriotic forces, our
people, headed by the Romanian Communist Party,
was always present in the general antifascist move-
ment of international solidaritv. It honoured the creed
of its forebears: A friend in need is a friend indeed.

Livia Dandara

Researcher at the Institute of Historical ard
Social-Political Studies of the CC of the RCP
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of February 16 and sent to the Austrion Legation
in Bucharest); “We are deeply shaken by the mass
assassination of Austrian workers, who fought with
sublime heroisin in defence of freedom and eivilization™
(Excerpt from the Protest sent by a group of Jassy
intellectunls to Austria’s president).
November 1034-April 1835 — In defence of the
insurgents of Astorias (Spain), the National Anti-
fascist Commiltee “‘protests and demands an end
to the massacre of the Spanish workers and the release
of all prissners'; at the European Conference for
Assistance to the Spanish Antifascists (held in Paris
April 13-14, 19335), she Romanian delegativn declares
that '‘the Romanian proletariat will not forsake its
duty of imternational solidarity.”
October 1935 — Two delegations, one made up of
workers the other of intelleetnals, hand Mareos
Berhane (Ethiopian diplomat on a visit to Bucha-
rest) messages of sympathy for and support of his
country and people, invaded by fascist Italy.
Numierous articles are published in the press, com-

mittees of support are set up and many patriots
express their wish to volunteer; several physi-
cinns  succeed in joining bLealth detacl s of

Ethiopia. Mihai Tican Rumano, a writer who visited
that country not long before, publishes bis book
Abywsinia under the motto: *Dedicated to millenary
Abyssinia, to the noble and heroic Ethiopian nation,

iopia.
1936-1939 — The Spanish epic. Like other peoples,

ians write u glorious page of active solidar-
ity. Expressed in various forms — assistance come-
. military volunteers
olved wide social sections ranging from the
peasantry and the working class to bourgeois states-
wen and diplomats,

Scholors and antilascist fighters i ely brand
the civil war provoked by the fascists us *a German-
Ialion invasion, n continuation of the new methods
of war ueed by Hitler's Germany™ (writer N.D. Cocea);
wy lonnch  moviog  appeals:  'Rebel  geverals
and dictutors of Europe! Nobody will be able to seatter
the heavy clouds of thuuderbolts the curse of the
Sp prople has gathered wbove your heads!”
(writer Geo Bogea); they are proud when an action
of military assistancs sturts from Homunin: “*News
reacied us here ou the front, sccording to which
foreign winister Nicolue Titulescu cume forward with
the initiative that facilities be created for a yuantity
of the weapuns destined for Romania be made available
by France to the Popular Frout government” (Valter

Roman, artillery commander of the 11th Internationul
Brignde).

Excerpt from the Motion endorsed at the meeting i

the French resistance move
comelery.
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Poland by wazi Germany produce strong prools of
solidurity with and direct support of the proples of
those countries in the ranks of Romanias public
opinion and in political life.

1939-1845 — The vears of the world conllagration.
Due to complex international circumstanees, Romania
is pushed ioto Hitler's anti-Soviet war. Besides the
internal resistance movement — directed against

pouding to the appeal of the R jan Com-
munist Party, some 500 Romanian volunteers, svercom-
ing numerous obstacles and hardships, leave for
Spain; the antifascist motto on their banner reads:
“For your freedom and ours.” Organized in the legen-
dary international brigades, they fight hercically in
the dramatic military clashes, in the successive stages
of the Spanish war: Madrid, Las Rozas, Majadahonda,
Jarama, Guadalabiara, Brunete, Zaragoza, Teruel. ..
Many of them remain for ever buried in the bomb-
shattered soil of Spaiun,

Au excerpt from the letter of volunteer M, Burcd:
“We endure the fire of hell. Smoke, the smell of
guupowder, explosions, the clash of arms, o deafening
ise. Death threatens nll of us, but
of it. We are the envoys of the Romanian revolutionary
mpvement and we want to be worthy of it and do
our duty creditably.”

As if in reply, the great democratic patriot Dr.
Petru Grorza writes in the underground paper Seintein
of July 13, 1936: “The Romanian people thinks
highly of your sublime gesture. The time will come
when in a [ree Romania the people will be able to
gpenly express its gratitude to ite sons who so heroi-
cally held aloft the banner of Romanian democracy
uon the blood-stained suil of Spain”

The prophecy vcame true. Thirty years later,
Aprll 13, 1966 Scinteln, now appearing legally, pub-
lished the specch of Sautiago Carillo, General Secretary
of the Communist PParty of 5 who said: **The
i communists amd  people never forget
partieipation of the R i fighters of the
internationus] brigades in the Spanish people's struggle
sgaiust fascism.”

March 1038-September 1838 — The annexation of
Austria, and the invasion of Crechoslovakia and

Antonescn's government and his fascist ally—which acts
for the withdrawal of Romania from the nefarious war
that is contrary to the conntry’slinterests and for its join.
ing the antifaccist coalition — thousands of Romanian
patriots fight in the resistance movenients in several
European countrics. In Belgium, Crechoslovakia and
Yugoslavia they are members of partisan  detach-
wents; in France they join the patriotic maquis,
They fight selllessly on the barricades of the Resis-
tanee in Paris, Toulon, Marseilles, Grenoble, Laon,
Bordeanx etc. and many of them lay down their
lives for century-old Romanian-Freuch friendship.

They had arrived from the Spanish front, or having
left. Romanin several yvears previously for hospitable
France which had become their second home, Among
them were Nicolae Cristea, lancu Zilberman, Andrei
Sas Dragos, losif Clisici, Alexandru Lazdr, Marin
Chilom, lon Criciun and many others who died heroi-
eally on the barricades of the resistance movement.
Alongside of them fought French writers of Romanian
origin — Tristan Tzara, llarie Voronca, Benjamin Fons
dane — cultural, seientific and artistic peesonalities,
Vicaresen, Traian Vuia, Constantin Brancusi,
Ventura and Stan Golestau,

In the sutumn of 1943 the Roma
Front was set up; it included all R
fascists of the French Resistance.

*

National
anian anti-

Thirty wvears have passed sinee the Komanian
National Front addressed its letter of March 1944
to the National Council of the French R

The success of heroic events was o
August 1948 by the glorious antifascist  national
insurrections in the two capital cities: Bucharest
and Paris. In the morning of August

on the rgof
of the Romanian Legation in Pars, savs a former
fighter, “side Ly side with the flags of the allies
there Buttered the Romanian tricolour as well; a
small group of Romanians breathed the bracing air
of liberty, wishing it ardently for their countey 100."

I'v the credit and pride of the patriotic _‘:..mnm. our
people, headed by the Romanian Communist Party,
wus always present in the general antifascist .
ment of international solidarity, It honoured the
of its forebears: A friend in need

move-
ereed
+ a [riend indegid,

Livia Dandara
Researcher at the Instituce of Historical and
Social-Politieal Studies of the CC of the RCP
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